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Agreement

For Interconnection of Distributed Generation

This Interconnection Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into this _____ day of __________________, 20___, by Northwest Rural Public Power District a corporation organized under the Laws of the State of Nebraska and __________________________________ Distributed Generation or (DG) Owner/Operator”, each hereinafter sometimes referred to individually as “Party” or both referred to collectively as the “Parties”.  In consideration of the mutual covenants set forth herein, the Parties agree as follows:

This agreement provides for the safe and orderly operation of the electrical facilities interconnecting the DG Owner/Operator’s facility at (Sec._______ Township________ Range________ Quarter ________) and the electrical distribution facility owned by Northwest Rural Public Power District.  Account # ___________________________.
This agreement does not supersede any requirements of any by-laws, applicable tariffs, rates, rules and regulations in place between the DG Owner/Operator and Northwest Rural Public Power District.  The rates and qualifications may be adjusted as deemed necessary by the Board of Directors.

1.
Intent of Parties:  It is the intent of ________________________________(the DG Owner/Operator) to interconnect an electric power generator to Northwest Rural’s electrical distribution system.

It is the intent of Northwest Rural Public Power District to operate the distribution system to maintain a high level of service to their customers and to maintain a high level of power quality.

It is the intent of both parties to operate the facilities in a way that ensures the safety of the public and their employees.

2.
Operating authority:  The DG Owner/Operator is responsible for establishing operating procedures and standards.  The operating authority for the DG Owner/Operator shall ensure that the Operator in Charge of the generator is competent in the operation of the electrical generation system and is aware of the provisions of any operating agreements and regulations relating to the safe operation of electrical power systems.  The owner is required to notify Northwest Rural of any change in operation & operator competency.
The operating authority for (the DG Owner/Operator) is (name or title of operating authority ______________________________________, along with address and phone number________________________________________________________________).

3.
Operator in Charge:  The operator in charge is the person identified by name or job title responsible for the real time operation of all electrical facilities related to the interconnection.

The operator in charge for (the DG Owner/Operator) is (name or title of operator in charge _______________________________________, along with address and phone numbers_______________________________________________________________).
4. Generating facility:  DG Owner / Operator facility shall consist of a methane, geothermal, solar, wind, biomass or hydroelectric generating facility located on the DG Owner / Operator premises.  Said facility will be interconnected and operated in parallel with Northwest’s distribution facilities, and is intended primarily to offset part or all of the DG Owner / Operator’s own electrical requirements (up to approximately 125% of historical load) measured by Northwest Rural at a single metered facility located at the immediate interconnection point of the DG Owner / Operator’s generating facility.

5. Definition of Terms:  Net energy is the difference between electricity supplied through the electric grid to the DG Owner / Operator and electricity generated by the DG Owner / Operator and fed back to the electric grid over the applicable billing period.

6. Measurement of Net Energy:  One meter shall be installed to measure the flow of energy in each direction.  DG Owner / Operator shall be responsible for all expenses involved in purchasing and installing facilities necessary for the meter.

7.  Price and Payment:  At the end of each billing period, if the energy supplied by DG Owner / Operator to Northwest Rural is less than the energy supplied by Northwest Rural, customer shall be billed using the applicable Rate Schedule for the net energy amount.  If the energy supplied by DG Owner / Operator to Northwest Rural is greater than the energy supplied by Northwest Rural, DG Owner / Operator shall be billed for the appropriate monthly base charges and shall be paid for the net kilowatt-hour energy as per the applicable rate schedule.  Northwest Rural Public Power District retains the Environmental Attributes for each Distributed Generation installation.
8. Interconnection:  DG Owner / Operator shall provide, at his/her sole expense the interconnection on DG Owner / Operator’s side of meter.  At DG Owner / Operator’s expense, Northwest shall make reasonable modifications to Northwest Rural’s system necessary to accommodate DG Owner / Operator’s facility.  The cost for such modification is due from the DG Owner / Operator in advance of construction.  
The net metering system agreed to by Northwest Rural shall include, at DG Owner / Operator’s own expense, all equipment necessary to meet applicable safety, power quality, and interconnection requirements established by Northwest Rural’s electric service requirements, the National Electric Code, National Electrical Safety Code, the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, and Underwriters Laboratories.  Northwest Rural’s written approval, or the signing of this agreement, of the DG Owner / Operator’s protection-isolation method is required before service is provided under this schedule.

Northwest requires that State Electrical Authorization be provided.  Northwest requires that the equipment be installed with a fall distance of, at a minimum, 110% of the highest point of the equipment from any distribution facilities.

9.  Disconnect system:  DG Owner / Operator shall furnish and install at DG Owner / Operator’s expense on DG Owner / Operator’s side of the meter a safety switch which shall be capable of fully disconnecting the DG Owner / Operator’s energy generating equipment from Northwest Rural’s electric service.  The disconnect switch approved by the District shall be of the visible break type in a metal enclosure which can be secured by padlock.  The disconnect switch shall be conveniently accessible to Northwest Rural’s personnel at all times.  Northwest Rural shall have the right to disconnect the Facility from Northwest Rural’s supply at the disconnect switch, at its sole discretion, when necessary to maintain safe electrical operating conditions, or if the Facility, at any time, adversely affects the operational integrity of Northwest Rural’s service to the DG Owner / Operator or other customers.

10. Functional standards: DG Owner / Operator shall furnish, install, operate and maintain in good order and repair, and in continuous compliance with the above codes identified in Section 8, all without cost to Northwest Rural, all equipment required for safe operation of the Facility in parallel with Northwest Rural’s system.  This equipment shall include, but not be limited to equipment necessary to establish automatically and maintain synchronism with Northwest Rural’s electric supply and a load break switching device that shall automatically disconnect the unit from Northwest Rural’s supply in the event of overload or outage of Northwest Rural’s supply.  The facility shall be designed to operate within allowable voltage variations of Northwest Rural’s system.  The Facility shall not cause any adverse effects upon the quality of service provided to Northwest Rural’s non-generating customers.

11. Installation and Maintenance:  Excepting only metering equipment, which shall be owned by Northwest Rural, all equipment on the DG Owner / Operator’s side of the point of delivery, including any required disconnect switch and synchronizing equipment, shall be provided, installed and maintained in satisfactory operating condition by the DG Owner / Operator, and shall remain the property and responsibility of the DG Owner / Operator.  Northwest Rural shall bear no liability for DG Owner / Operator’s equipment or for consequences of its operation or miss-operation.  For purposes of gathering research data, Northwest Rural may at its expense install and operate additional metering and data gathering devices.

12. Pre-Operation inspection:  Prior to interconnection, the Facility and associated interconnection equipment shall be inspected and approved by the state electrical inspector and any other governmental authority having jurisdiction.

13. Enforcement upon default by customer / Owner:  Northwest Rural shall have the
right to specifically enforce the terms of this agreement and collect its reasonable attorney’s fees and costs associated thereto.
14. Suspension of Interconnection:  It is intended that the interconnection should not
compromise Northwest Rural Public Power District’s protection or operational requirements.  The operation of the (DG Owner/Operator’s) system and the quality of electric energy supplied by (the DG Owner/Operator) shall meet the standards as specified by Northwest Rural.  If the operation of the (DG Owner/Operator’s) system or quality of electric energy supplied does not meet the standards as specified, Northwest Rural will notify (DG Owner/Operator) to take reasonable and appropriate corrective action.  Northwest Rural shall have the right to disconnect the (DG Owner/Operator’s) System, until compliance is reasonably demonstrated.  Notwithstanding, Northwest Rural may in its sole discretion disconnect the (DG Owner/Operator’s) generating plant from the Distribution Facility without notice if the operating of the generating plant imposes a threat, in the District’s sole judgement, to life, property or quality of service.
15. Maintenance Outages:  Maintenance outages will occasionally be required on the Northwest Rural system, and the District will provide as much notice and planning as practical to minimize downtime.
16. Access:  Access is required at all time by Northwest Rural Public Power District to the (DG Owner/Operator’s) site for maintenance, operating and meter reading.  Northwest Rural reserves the right, but not the obligation, to inspect the (DG Owner/operator’s) facilities.  Also, immediate access to the lockable disconnect switch is required.
17. Liability and Indemnification:  (DG Owner/Operator) shall assume all liability for and shall indemnify Northwest Rural for any claims, losses, costs, and expenses of any kind or character to the extent that they result from (DG Owner/Operator)’s negligence or other wrongful conduct in connection with the design, construction or operation of (DG Owner/Operator)’s facility.
18. Insurance:  The DG Owner shall procure and keep in force during the duration of the agreement a policy of not less than $1,000,000, or greater as may be reasonably set by the Board of Directors, comprehensive general liability insurance insuring DG Owner against any liability for personal property, personal injury, bodily injury, or death arising out of the performance of the member-generator services. The limits of said insurance shall not, however, limit the liability of the member-generator hereunder.

19. Term:  This Agreement becomes effective when executed by both Parties and shall continue in effect until terminated.  It may be cancelled by DG Owner with not less than 30 days notice to the other party.  Northwest Rural may cancel this agreement if DG Owner is in breach of agreement requirements or if DG system is inactive for 6 months.


     A new agreement needs to be signed by both parties when ownership or operator changes.
In witness whereof, Northwest Rural Public Power District and DG Owner have by their duly authorized representatives, executed this agreement in duplicate as of the day and year first above written.

AGREED TO BY

DG Owner/Operator





Name:_____________________________
Signature____________________________
Date:______________________________


STATE OF ________________________

COUNTY OF ______________________

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared _________________________________ known to me to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same for the purposes and consideration therein expressed.  Given under my hand and seal of office this _________ day of _____________________, 20)_________.






Notary Public _______________________________________

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Northwest Rural Public Power District has executed this Agreement for Distributed Generation (DG) Service.

DATED:_________________

_______________________________________








Manager

STATE OF _______________________

COUNTY OF _____________________



This _________ day of _______________, 20 ______, before me the undersigned, a Notary Public, duly commissioned, qualified for and residing within said County and State personally appeared ________________________________ , Manager, Northwest Rural Public Power District, and acknowledged the execution of the foregoing agreement to be his voluntary act and deed, and the said Manager further acknowledged the execution of the foregoing agreement to be his voluntary act and deed, and the said Manager further acknowledged said execution to be the voluntary act and deed of the Northwest Rural Public Power District.





Notary Public _______________________________________










Jamuary, 2022
DG Owner
Solar Road
Sunshine,  NE  69777
RE:  Interconnect Qualified Distributed Generation Facility
Dear Owner,
Thank you for requesting information on interconnecting a Qualified Generation Facility such as (wind, solar, biomass, methane, geothermal or hydro) to Northwest Rural Public Power District’s system and the sale of any excess output to Northwest Rural Public Power District.  Northwest Rural shall make purchases from generating facilities which are Qualifying Facilities.  We understand the complexities of these electric issues and have a streamlined process to allow safe, reliable, efficient and cost effective interconnection of such facilities.  I hope this letter and the enclosed information will be helpful as you make decisions on interconnection.

“Qualifying Facilities,” interconnected to Northwest Rural’s system, require a written agreement between the owner and Northwest Rural Public Power District.  The districts written policies for providing electric service has been approved by Northwest Rural’s Board of Directors.  This policy serves as the primary guiding document for our interconnection requirements.  Your generating facility, prior to interconnection, must be granted “Qualifying Facility” status.
Electric power and energy purchased from Northwest Rural Public Power District will be at the applicable price or rate schedule depending upon the consumer’s operation and requirements.  The District has a separate rate schedule for co-generators and reserves the right to create a separate rate based upon the unique characteristics of such consumers equipment that are larger or different than authorized in the DG rate schedule.
Northwest Rural Public Power District will provide payment for net energy purchases from consumers for Qualifying Facilities only after appropriate contracts are executed by all parties involved.  At the end of the calendar year, any excess monetary credits due to the DG customer/owner shall be paid out to coincide with the final bill or each calendar year. 
Interconnecting with the Northwest Rural Public Power District system may require you to incur additional costs that may impact any economic analysis or payback that you have calculated.  The specific interconnection costs will depend upon several variables including, but not limited to, size, location, and operation of the facility.  Interconnection costs include switching, metering, transmission, distribution, safety provisions and administrative costs incurred by the District directly related to the installation and maintenance of the physical facilities necessary to permit interconnected operation with a qualifying facility.  Each qualifying facility is obligated to pay any interconnection costs, which the District may incur and assess to the qualifying facility.
I have enclosed with this letter a system Fact Sheet and agreement forms for your completion and return to Northwest Rural.  This form covers basic information and basic engineering data about your proposed facility and will provide Northwest Rural with information necessary to ascertain appropriate 
interconnection requirements.  If all units are identical, indicate that on the form; otherwise please fill out a separate form for each individual unit.  Please obtain and verify the accuracy of the information by checking with the manufacturer and writing the correct values on the blank form.  Please return the information to:
Les Tlustos – Consumer Services

or
Brad Johnson – Planning/Staking Engineer
Northwest Rural Public Power District


Northwest Rural Public Power District
P.O. Box 249





P.O. Box 249

Hay Springs, NE  69347



Hay Springs, NE  69347
After you have completed and returned the enclosed System Fact Sheet and Agreement Forms we will be able to provide you with specific interconnection requirements and estimated costs.

You should be advised Northwest Rural Public Power District is not responsible for designing, installing, owning, operating or maintaining any of the facilities on the customer side of the interconnection.

You must arrange for all of the necessary permits, foundation work, electrical work for the Qualifying Facility side of the interconnection, Northwest Rural Public Power District will not arrange or perform this work.

Before proceeding further with this project and making financial commitments, you may want to complete an analysis of the estimated costs of the interconnection, operational expenses, and income.  If you have additional questions regarding technical requirements for interconnection, you may call me at 308-638-4445.

Sincerely,

Les Tlustos
Consumer Service Director

Enclosures:  
Interconnect Agreement 




System Fact Sheet



Maintenance Information Agreement




Interconnect Diagram
